Hello,
As you know by now, we are getting ready to embark on a month-long journey of prayer
and fasting with followers of Jesus from all across our city and beyond. In our city alone,
hundreds of churches and tens of thousands of believers have set aside the first part of
this year to pray and fast together for this city we love. We are stepping into a
spiritually significant moment!
For some of you, this is your first time to participate in an extended season of prayer
and fasting. Let me be the first to say: Way to go! I’m so excited that you are hungry for
a deeper friendship with God. For others, this may be a familiar spiritual rhythm—I’m so
glad you are eager for more!
No matter where you find yourself on the journey, I’m full of hope for what God is going
to do in us, among us, and through us as we seek Him together in this special season.
Although this month may go differently than you anticipate, God promises to reward
those who earnestly seek Him. I have no doubt that God will bless your life and change
our city because of this journey we are embarking on together.
In order to help us pray together each day, I have provided this daily prayer guide. You
will notice a few simple elements provided to help you pray each day:
1. A short piece of Scripture
2. A short devotional thought
3. A few personal prayer points to help you connect with God
4. A short prayer for each person on the unique list of names you received in
your packet.
I encourage you to use this prayer guide to begin each day during this fast. It will
guide you as you connect with God personally, and as you pray for each person on
your list by name. By no means is this prayer guide meant to limit your prayer time
this month. Instead, this guide is here to help get your conversations with God started

each day. I trust the Holy Spirit will use this daily prayer guide as a
springboard into the deeper places to which He is eager to take us
together.
As we begin this journey, pray this short prayer with me:
Father, I thank you for my brothers and sisters who are beginning this fresh season of
faith with me. We acknowledge at the beginning of this month that you alone are the
One we seek. God, you alone are the One who can change lives. Father, please touch us
with your love, guide us with your grace, fill us with your Spirit, and make us more like
your Son, Jesus. We love you, God, and we come to you with great anticipation. Jesus,
please awaken our city to your love and power! In the name of Jesus, Amen.
This is going to be fun. I love you. Let’s go!
Your brother,
Dave Clayton

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1ST

“WAKE UP, SLEEPER, RISE FROM THE DEAD, AND CHRIST WILL SHINE ON YOU.”
EPHESIANS 5:14
“NOW THE TAX COLLECTORS AND SINNERS WERE ALL GATHERING AROUND TO HEAR JESUS.
BUT THE PHARISEES AND THE TEACHERS OF THE LAW MUTTERED, “THIS MAN WELCOMES
SINNERS AND EATS WITH THEM.” THEN JESUS TOLD THEM THIS PARABLE.”
LUKE 15:1-3

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT
Waking up can be an uncomfortable process. If given the choice, most of us
would choose to hit the snooze button and sleep a little longer. No matter
how promising the day ahead of us might seem, the initial jolt of waking up
can be hard to swallow. During the earthly ministry of Jesus, the religious
leaders of his day were spiritually asleep. In one famous moment from Luke
15, a group of pharisees began to give Jesus a hard time with regard to the
kinds of people who were gathering around to hear him teach. Imagine Jesus’
heartbreak when he saw just how spiritually “drowsy” these religious leaders
had become. After all, these were the very people they were there to serve, as
well as the people Jesus had come to rescue! And so Jesus tells a series of
stories to awaken the Pharisees.
But these stories from Jesus weren’t just for them; they are also for us. These
parables are designed to help us see God more clearly, search our hearts more
honestly, and to dream about the mission of Jesus more boldly together.
I believe this month-long journey is going to be marked by spiritual awakening.
I believe you, your church, and our city will experience an awakening.
Although waking up might feel difficult at first, the joy in Jesus that awaits you
will be greater than you can imagine.

•
•
•

God, please awaken me this month to your plans for my
life.
God, please awaken our church to our communal purpose
in this city.
God, please awaken the city of Evansville and bring true
revival.

God, please begin to awaken each person and family on my list
to your unending love for them.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2ND

“SEARCH ME, GOD, AND KNOW MY HEART...” PSALM 139:23

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT
It can be a terrifying thing to open your heart to someone else. The fear of
rejection often controls us, and we can easily find ourselves believing the lie
that it is impossible to be fully known and fully loved at the same time.
Although this can certainly be true of human relationships, this is never true of
our relationship with God.

In Psalm 139, David reminds us that intimacy with God begins when we invite
God to explore the deepest places of our hearts.

•
•
•

•

God, please help me trust you with every part of my
heart.
God, please help me gently explore the parts of my heart
I have tried to keep hidden from you.
God, please help me experience your goodness as I enter
this journey of prayer and fasting with you.

God, please give each person and family on my list a
heart that is responsive to your Spirit.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3RD

“TEST ME AND KNOW MY ANXIOUS THOUGHTS.” PSALM 139:23

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT
Worry is often the result of our heart failing to believe one or more of the
foundational truths regarding God’s character. It often springs up when our
circumstances appear to be beyond the scope of God’s capability or
compassion. Instead of trusting in God’s goodness, we are often overcome
with the fear of the “what if?”
In the verse above, David asks God to search his heart. He boldly asks God to
help him understand where his anxious thoughts reveal an area of distrust in
his relationship with God.

•

• God, please reveal to me the areas of my life where I am prone
to worry.
• God, please help me trust you with my anxious thoughts.
• God, please increase my ability to believe that you are both
capable enough and compassionate enough to meet my every
need.

• God, please give each person and family on my list a mind
that is open to your truth.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4TH

“SEE IF THERE IS ANY OFFENSIVE WAY IN ME...” PSALM 139:24

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT
If we truly want God’s “kingdom to come” and his “will to be done on
earth as it is in heaven,” then we must acknowledge the places in our
own heart that stand in opposition to his kingdom’s coming.
It can be a terrifying thing to ask God to uncover the parts of our lives
that are offensive to him. Like Adam and Eve, we often foolishly
attempt to hide our shame behind a vast array of metaphorical fig
leaves. But as Adam and Eve discovered in the garden, nothing is
hidden from God.
David knew that God was good. He knew that even though it might be
uncomfortable, asking God to search his heart was a good thing. God
loved him. David knew that God could be trusted with his heart.
So David said, “Search me, Lord. Help me to see every part of my life
that is not in step with your Holy Spirit.”

•

•
God, please reveal to me
any area of my life that is unpleasing to you.
• God, please forgive me for every sin that I have committed
against you and against other people.
• God, please make my heart sensitive and humble to your
correction.

• God, please give each person and family on my list eyes that
are able to recognize your trustworthiness.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5TH

“... AND LEAD ME IN THE WAY EVERLASTING.” PSALM 139:24

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT
Psalm 139 reminds us that God never uncovers that which he does not
want to heal. Believe it or not, David was not a glutton for punishment.
The heartbeat of David’s prayer was not merely a request for revelation
(“search me,” “know me,” and “test me”)—It was also a request for
restoration (“lead me in the way everlasting”).
David knew that God was good, and that God’s ultimate plan was for
David to experience the abundance of a life lived with God.
So David boldly prayed, “Lord, don’t simply show me what my life is
like right now. Lord, lead me into the better life you have awaiting
me!”

•

every part of my life.

God, please be in charge of

• God, please help me surrender my desire to be in control.
• God, please help me believe that you are more capable of
directing the steps of my life than I am.

• God, please free each person and family on my list from any sin
that enslaves them.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6TH

“HE REFRESHES MY SOUL. HE GUIDES ME ALONG
RIGHT PATHS FOR HIS NAME’S SAKE.” PSALM 23:3

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT
It is a great thing when God gets what God wants. All throughout the
Bible, we get a glimpse of Father God working for both our peace and
his praise, and these two beautiful themes collide in the verse above.
David reminds us that whenever we learn to walk in the unforced
rhythms of friendship with God, the result is our peace (our souls are
refreshed) and his praise (for his name’s sake).
Where is Jesus inviting you to know him more personally as the Good
Shepherd? What portions of your life are you still trying to manage or
control? As you pray today, ask God to help you joyfully yield your
agendas to Jesus so you can begin to experience the truths of Psalm
23. Let’s do this together.

God, please allow me to experience the realness and closeness
of your presence today.
• God, please guide my feet into the “still places” and
“refresh my soul.”

•

• God, please direct me in such a way that my life brings praise to
your name.

• God, please remove Satan’s blinding influence from each
person and family on my list.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH

“COME TO ME, ALL YOU WHO ARE WEARY AND
BURDENED, AND I WILL GIVE YOU REST.” MATTHEW 11:28

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT
You were made to enjoy rest.
Rest is holy. It’s a gift, and it’s the result of divine design, not simply
the proof of human weakness. As Genesis records, Adam and Eve’s
first full day of existence was the Sabbath—a day gifted by God for the
purpose of rest. They had not created anything or worked at all that
first day. They hadn’t earned a day off. Instead, God wanted to show
them, at the start of their existence, that they were human beings, not
human doings.
Jesus says (to paraphrase his words), All who are weary and burdened...
come to me.
I don’t know about you, but it is easy for me to look for rest in all the
wrong places. Jesus says if you want to be refreshed, come into the
presence of the One who made you.

•

• God, please still my heart in your presence today.
• God, please help me lay aside my addiction to being
productive, so I can enjoy the gift of resting.
• God, please tune my ears to hear your voice today.

• God, please help each person and family on my list to
experience the blessing of your rest-filled presence.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8TH

”SUPPOSE ONE OF YOU HAS A HUNDRED SHEEP AND LOSES ONE OF THEM. DOESN’T HE
LEAVE THE NINETY-NINE IN THE OPEN COUNTRY AND GO AFTER THE LOST
SHEEP UNTIL HE FINDS IT? ”
LUKE 15:4

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT

Years ago, my friend’s son went missing. Although the story had a
happy ending, there were several hours marked by great fear and
uncertainty. During the time he was gone, everyone who knew of the
situation cleared their schedules, cancelled their lunch meetings, and
rearranged their days until my friend’s son was safe and sound at
home.
In that moment, I experienced something I had always assumed to be
true but hadn’t come to know first-hand. I learned that when a child
goes missing, normal people go looking.
In Luke 15, Jesus tells a series of stories about the ways we (God’s
children) go missing from the family of God. Although there are many
ways to get lost—wandering like a sheep, getting dropped like a coin,
running away like a rebellious son, or pouting like an older brother—
there is one consistent response from our heavenly Father:
compassionate pursuit. The sheep in Luke 15 doesn’t go missing due
to its rebellion, because sheep don’t rebel—they wander. They put
their heads down and eat grass. They get distracted by what’s right in
front of them, until suddenly they notice the rest of the flock is gone
and the shepherd is nowhere to be seen.
Do you know anyone who’s “gone missing” like this? Have you had any
friends go missing from the family of God in recent years simply
because they got distracted?

Perhaps that’s your story. Have you ever woken up to discover that you
weren’t where you thought you were spiritually? I know I have, and it’s not
fun—but there’s hope for us all.
As we begin our second week of prayer and fasting, I believe God is inviting us
to join him in the search for his missing children.

• God, please help me to notice those who have wandered from
your family.
• God, please give me wisdom on how to partner with Jesus and
bring them home.

• God, please help each person and family on my list to turn
away from any choices that are keeping them from
experiencing intimacy with Jesus.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH

“HAVE I NOT COMMANDED YOU? BE STRONG AND
COURAGEOUS. DO NOT BE AFRAID OR DISCOURAGED,
“FOR THE LORD YOUR GOD WILL BE WITH YOU
WHEREVER YOU GO.”
-JOSHUA 1:9

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT

In the Bible, after Moses died, Joshua was terrified by the thought of
following in his mentor’s footsteps. Not only was he scared of the battles
ahead of him, he was also discouraged by the battle raging within him.
In this moment of fear, Joshua was reminded that only the presence of God
can serve as an adequate source of courage in the season ahead.
God told him to be “strong and courageous, because I will be with you.”

• God, please expand my awareness of your presence within me.
• God, please allow your bigness to help me overcome my fear of my
smallness.
• God, please give me courage to follow you faithfully in every area of
my life.

• God, please help each person and family on my list to be set free from
the intimidating lies of the Enemy.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH

“LORD I HAVE HEARD OF YOUR FAME; I STAND IN AWE OF YOUR DEEDS, LORD. REPEAT THEM
IN OUR DAY, IN OUR TIME MAKE THEM KNOWN; IN WRATH, REMEMBER MERCY.”
--HABAKKUK 3:2

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT
When is the last time you were brought to your feet because you witnessed
something great? In the verse above, Habakkuk declares, “Lord, your great
deeds have brought me to my feet!” In other words, “Lord, your great work
deserves a standing ovation.” When is the last time you stood in awe of
God’s deeds?
Although Habakkuk’s worship is admirable, he wasn’t content with simply
remembering what God had done; he was hungry to experience the bigness
of God for himself.
Are you hungry to see God move in a fresh way among us today? Let’s
approach God with boldness as we lean into both his character and his
capabilities through prayer today.

• God, please raise our level of expectation when it comes to the
people of our city encountering you.
• God, please display your greatness in our city.
• God, please help our hearts to be overwhelmed with awe for you.

• God, please help each person and family on my list experience the
power of your presence in a way they cannot ignore.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11TH

“YOU WILL SEEK ME AND FIND ME WHEN YOU SEEK ME WITH ALL OF YOUR HEART.”
-JEREMIAH 29:13

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT
Have you ever struggled to pray with boldness because you were afraid of
being disappointed with God’s answer? So often my weak, heartless
prayers have been nothing more than my vain attempts at protecting my
heart from spiritual disappointment. Yet people like Jeremiah challenge
this way of seeking God.
Although Jeremiah’s life was filled with pain and disappointment, the
Bible describes how he knew from experience that his relationship with
God was something he could trust. In the verse directly above, he
reminds us that we can stake our lives on every Word that comes out
of the mouth of God. When God makes a promise, it’s as good as done.
Listen to the promise above: If you seek me with all of your heart, you
will find me. Wow! Do you want to know the living God more than you
already do? God promises to fulfill that longing as we seek him
wholeheartedly.

• God, please help me to give my best energy to pursuing you.
• God, please erase the doubts that cloud my thoughts and weaken my
prayers as I remember places of former disappointment.
• God, I am hungry for you, so please satisfy that hunger with your
presence.

• God, please encourage each person and family on my list through any
means possible.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH

“... HOW MUCH MORE WILL YOUR FATHER IN HEAVEN GIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT
TO THOSE WHO ASK HIM?”
-LUKE 11:13

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT
In one of Jesus’ most famous teachings, he invites his followers to compare
and contrast the generosity of an earthly father with the generosity of their
heavenly Father. In essence, Jesus says, Even earthly fathers who are sinners
know how to bless their kids with good gifts, so you should expect much more
from your heavenly Father!
To put it plainly, Jesus challenges his followers to raise their expectations
when it comes to the presence of God in their lives.
When was the last time you asked God for more of his Spirit in your life?
When was the last time you and your spouse, you and your kids, or you and
your friends got on your knees before God to boldly, faithfully, simply, and
persistently ask for more of God in your life? If you have not done so
recently, I encourage you to do it today.

•

• God, please help me to believe that you are a good Father.
• God, please help me to believe that you want to fill me with the
Holy Spirit.
• God, in the name of Jesus, please fill me with your Holy Spirit in
a fresh way today.

• God, please give each person and family on my list an increased
hunger for your Word.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13TH

“ELIJAH WAS A HUMAN BEING, EVEN AS WE ARE. HE PRAYED EARNESTLY THAT IT WOULD
NOT RAIN, AND IT DID NOT RAIN ON THE LAND FOR THREE AND A HALF YEARS. AGAIN HE
PRAYED, AND THE HEAVENS GAVE RAIN AND THE EARTH PRODUCED ITS CROPS.”
-JAMES 5:17-18

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT
It’s easy to believe the lie that God will never do through you the mighty
things he has done through the great men and women of Scripture. Our
awareness of our own flaws and failures tempts us to believe that we
are second-class citizens in the kingdom of God, incapable of walking in
the powerful ways of Jesus.
But in the verse above, James, the brother of Jesus, challenges this way
of thinking—head on. He says, “Elijah was a human being, even as we
are.” In other words, The great acts displayed in the life of Elijah were
not a reflection of his greatness but of God’s greatness.
You have the same access to God that Elijah did.
Do you believe this? Do you believe that God wants to move through
you just as He has so clearly done in the lives of great women and men
in the faith?

•

• God, please help me walk in the fullness of my identity as your
child.
• God, please help me come into your presence with confidence
because Jesus has given me his righteousness.
• God, please help me to pray like Elijah—in such a way that it will
alter history for the sake of my family, my church, my city, and
my nation.

• God, please allow each person and family on my list to
experience the joy of knowing personally that you delight in
answering prayer.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH

“LEARN FROM ME, FOR I AM GENTLE AND HUMBLE IN
HEART, AND YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.”
-MATTHEW 11:29

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT
Where is Jesus inviting you to learn from him? Jesus, who loves you and
created you, is not scared of claiming his rightful place as your teacher.
In the verse above, he reminds us that when it comes to living well, he
knows best how we are to live.
His invitation is simple—“learn from me”—and his promise is
profound— “and your soul will find rest.”
As you come to another day of Sabbath rest, open your heart and ears
to the voice of Jesus—the One who is gentle and humble. He has your
best interest in mind.

•

• Jesus, please show me the places in which my life is not in sync
with your rhythms of life.
• Jesus, please teach me in practical ways to live as you lived
while on earth.
• Jesus, please help my soul to find rest in you today.

• God, please allow each person and family on my list to taste and
see that you are good today.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15TH

“OR SUPPOSE A WOMAN HAS TEN SILVER COINS AND LOSES ONE.
DOESN’T SHE LIGHT A LAMP, SWEEP THE HOUSE
AND SEARCH CAREFULLY UNTIL SHE FINDS IT?”
-LUKE 15:8

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT
Several years ago, my oldest son, Micah, lost his favorite stuffed
animal. No big deal, right? Well, to him it was! Needless to say, it was
not a pleasant night as we tore apart the house looking for my son’s
prized possession. After a frantic search, we finally remembered that
he had taken his stuffed animal to dinner at one of our favorite
restaurants earlier that evening.
You know how this story goes: I hopped in the car, sped across town,
and got to the restaurant just as the owner was closing the door for the
evening. Phew! There, beneath our table, covered in chips and salsa,
was Micah’s favorite toy—a small, ragged stuffed anteater that he
loves more than life itself. I came home a hero that night.
As I reflect back on that evening, I can’t help but think about the story
Jesus tells about the lost coin. Like my son’s toy, a coin cannot lose
itself; it gets dropped, it gets left behind. It gets forgotten.
Jesus reminds us that some people go missing from the family of God
like a coin that has been dropped and lost. There are people all around
us who have been “dropped” or “left behind” by those who claim to
follow Jesus. They didn’t merely wander away—they were wounded by
other sheep.
As we enter our third week of prayer and fasting, I believe Jesus is
inviting us to join him as he lights up the house, sweeps the room, and
desperately looks for those who have been wounded.

• God, please awaken me this month to your plans for my life.
• God, please awaken our church to our communal purpose in
this city.
• God, please awaken the city of Evansville and bring true
revival.
•

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16TH

“FINALLY, BE STRONG IN THE LORD, AND IN HIS MIGHTY POWER. PUT ON THE
FULL ARMOR OF GOD, SO THAT YOU CAN TAKE YOUR STAND AGAINST THE
DEVIL’S SCHEMES. FOR OUR STRUGGLE IS NOT AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD,
BUT AGAINST THE RULERS, AGAINST THE AUTHORITIES, AGAINST THE POWERS
OF THIS DARK WORLD, AND AGAINST THE SPIRITUAL FORCES OF EVIL IN THE
HEAVENLY REALMS.”
-EPHESIANS 6:10–12

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT
Scottish Rev. John Watson from the late 1800s, once said, “Be kind,
for everyone you meet is fighting a hard battle.” Life is filled with
battles. In Ephesians 6, the apostle Paul reminds us that no matter
what form our battles might take, the source is the same: “Your battle
is not against flesh and blood.” He’s saying, your struggle is not just
against that which you can see but also against the one who is
unseen.
As we come to God in seasons of intense prayer and fasting, we are
choosing to take hold of the words, “Be strong in the Lord and his
mighty power. Put on the full armor of God.”

• God, please help me to see where the enemy is trying to
plunder your promises in my life.
• God, please protect my heart with your Word and with your
Spirit.
• God, please help me to put on the full armor you have made
available to me in the spiritual realm through life in Christ.

• God, please break the spiritual chains that have bound each
person and family on my list today in the name of Jesus.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH

“PRAY CONTINUALLY.”
-1 THESSALONIANS 5:17

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT
One of my favorite things in life is to take road trips with the people I
love. On good road trips, there are moments of deep conversation and
funny stories, and even times of enjoyable silence that only come
when people in the car are at complete ease with each other.
As you learn to pray more and more like Jesus, you will continue to
discover that prayer is dynamic. It’s less like placing an order at the
drive thru and more like a conversation between friends on a long car
ride.
In the verse above, Paul invites us to live in a continual rhythm of
prayer and to allow every moment of every day to be captivated by the
realness of God’s presence with us.
I invite you to practice the joy-filled rhythms of continual prayer
today. Below are a few short prayers that you can repeat throughout
the day.
These prayers are short enough to use in a variety of ways. You can
pray them in a breath, contemplate within your heart, or simply
saturate your mind. Repeat these or your own breath prayers as often
as possible throughout the day and watch as God meets you in each
moment.

• Thank you, God, for loving me.
• God, I love you with all of my heart.

• Thank you for being near to me, God.
• Father God, I enjoy your presence.

• God, please show me which person or people from my list I
need to carry close to my heart today in constant conversation
with you.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH

“BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD WHO TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD.”
- JOHN 1:29

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT

The arrival of Jesus, according to the Gospel of John, is a bold
declaration of both God’s love and our need for God. John the
Baptist reminded his followers that they did not need a life coach;
they needed a Savior. They didn’t need a little help; they needed
the cleansing of their souls through the grace and mercy of Jesus
Christ.
John exclaims, “Behold!” or “Take hold of” the one who has come to
deliver your souls.
Take time today to pray in two specific ways:
1. Thank Jesus for his willingness and ability to forgive your sins.
2. Ask Jesus to personally open the eyes of your friends, family, and
coworkers who are not yet Christians—that they would see their
need for the forgiving touch of Jesus.

• God, please help me to recognize in the depths of my heart my
personal need for a Savior.
• God, please help me continually take hold of Jesus in my own
life.
• God, please help my friends who are lost in their sin become
aware of their spiritual condition.
• God, please bring my friends who are lost in their sin to a place
of awareness of your love for them so they may be saved by
you.

• God, please help every person and family on my list to come to
know Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19TH

“WHEN THE FOUNDATIONS ARE BEING DESTROYED,
WHAT CAN THE RIGHTEOUS DO?”
- PSALM 11:3

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT

It’s easy to feel powerless when culture turns its back on the Lord.
There have been seasons throughout Christian history during which
the people of God have abandoned their call to be salt and light.
Instead they chose to hide the light of God’s glory for fear that the
darkness would prevail.
You can hear this sentiment through David’s words in Psalm 11:3. He
asks the Lord, “What can the righteous do when the foundations are
being destroyed?”
Keep reading this psalm and the answer to David’s question becomes
clear: On their own, the righteous can do nothing, but with God
anything is possible. David reminds us in Psalm 11 that the Lord is on
the throne even when the foundations of our lives and cultures are
being shaken. Let’s come to him today in faith, asking him to rebuild
the spiritual foundation of our homes, our city, and our nation.

• God, please bring about genuine revival in our city.
• God, please turn our city’s heart toward loving you.
• God, please forgive us for our spirit of pride and division.
• God, please give our city a new foundation of grace, truth,
humility, and obedience.

• God, please establish a firm spiritual foundation for every
person and family on my list.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH

“THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF
KNOWLEDGE...” PROVERBS 1:7

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT
We live in a time where many Christians tend to fear anything and
everything but God. The Bible has much to say about the fear of the
Lord. In Proverbs 1, Solomon reminds us that the beginning of all
wisdom and knowledge is the fear of the Lord.
As you talk with our heavenly Father today, ask him to increase your
ability to revere him above anything or anyone else.

• God, please help me to be more concerned with your opinion
of me than anyone else’s opinion of me.
• God, please help me to be passionate about obediently living
up to your standards in my life.
• God, please help our church revere your presence.

• God, please help every person and family on my list grow in
their fear of the Lord.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21ST

“TEACH US TO NUMBER OUR DAYS,
THAT WE MAY GAIN A HEART OF WISDOM.”
-PSALM 90:12

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT

Several years ago, a good friend of mine began to realize that the
days at home with his youngest child were coming to an end. For
years, their days together had felt long, and time seemed like an
unlimited resource. But as his youngest son began his junior year of
high school, my friend suddenly realized that his son’s time at home
was limited, so he decided to put a jar of marbles on his dresser. The
jar held one marble for each day his son would live in their home
before starting college. At the end of each day, he would take one
marble out of the jar, reflect on how he had used that time with his
son, and then throw the marble away.
In Psalm 90, Moses reminds us that it’s necessary to recognize the
limited “number of our days” if we want to have a heart anchored in
the wisdom of God.

• God, please help me treasure this day as the gift that it truly is.
• God, please help me be fully present with the people you send
my way.
• God, please help me live this day as though I will see you faceto-face before the day is over.
• God, please help me to use my one life in a way that will be
most pleasing to you.

• God, please teach every person and family on my list to
number their days so they may gain a heart of wisdom.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22ND

“THERE WAS A MAN WHO HAD TWO SONS.” -LUKE 15:11

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT
Jesus words in Luke 15 come to a dramatic conclusion in his famous
“prodigal son” story about two lost brothers: The younger brother was
lost in his rebellion, and the older brother was lost in his religion. The
younger brother had to hit rock bottom in order to learn that he had
misunderstood his father’s heart. The older brother never left his
father’s house, but he was equally confused when it came to
understanding his father’s character.
One brother came to his senses and the whole place welcomed him
home with a party so wild the police would have been called had it
happened today. The story ends, however, with the other brother
sulking on the back porch, still trying to decide whether or not he
would enter into the party that his father wanted him to join.
In many ways, these two brothers tell the story of many people in our
city who have gone missing from the family of God—some are lost in
their rebellion and others are lost in their religion. It doesn’t matter
how each person went missing—all are being invited to the party.

As we enter into our final week of prayer and fasting, let’s ask God to bring all
of his missing children back into the family. It doesn’t matter if they wandered
off like sheep, if they were dropped like coins, if they ran like rebel sons, or if
they sulked like religious older brothers. No matter the story, God has a party
waiting for them!

• God, please help every rebellious child of yours to this week.
• God, please help every child of yours who is lost but has never
left your house to come into the party this week.
• God, please help me to be like the servants who were eager to
help you throw the welcome-home party.

• God, please help every person and family on my list to come to
a personal knowledge of your deep love for them.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23RD

“THEREFORE I TELL YOU, WHATEVER YOU ASK FOR IN PRAYER,
BELIEVE THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED IT, AND IT WILL BE YOURS.”
-MARK 11:24

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT

Throughout the gospels, Jesus tells us that whenever we pray in agreement with
the will of God, that prayer is as good as answered. Do you believe Jesus is
telling the truth about this kind of prayer? If you’re like me, it’s easy to allow
your personal experiences and disappointments to carry more weight in your
life than God’s Word. If you struggle to believe these words about prayer from
Jesus, I encourage you to humbly come to God today like the man in Mark 9,
who says to Jesus, “I do believe, help me overcome my unbelief!”
How is God inviting you to trust him today? If you were not afraid of being
disappointed, what would you ask God for today?

• God, please help me to believe that Jesus is a truth-teller when it
comes to praying bold, kingdom-centered prayers.
• God, please help me to understand your will for my life.
• God, please help me to pray by the power of the Holy Spirit in
accordance with your will.

• God, please bring every single person in our city into a lifechanging
relationship with Jesus Christ.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24TH

“OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME,
YOUR KINGDOM COME, YOUR WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.”
-MATTHEW 6:9–10

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT
Jesus would never instruct us to pray a prayer that God is not passionate about
answering. One day, after Jesus was finished praying, his disciples said, “Jesus,
teach us to pray.” Basically, they were saying, Jesus, show us how to connect
with God the way you do.”
So Jesus taught his disciples several important things we must embrace if we
want to connect with God in prayer (Luke 11:2-13; see the parallel in Matthew
6:9-13). First, he taught that prayer is relational, not transactional. In other
words, prayer is a conversation with our Father who loves us, not simply a tool
we use to get things we need from God. Second, Jesus taught that the purpose
of prayer is the elevation of God’s name, not our comfort. Third, he taught the
purpose of prayer is to help the ways of heaven become established on earth.
Several years ago, I began to write down everything I prayed for, and then I
measured those prayers against Jesus’ teaching on prayer found in Matthew 6
(and Luke 11). I began to realize that so often God could not answer my prayers
with a “yes” because my will was not in line with his will.
Something radically shifted in me the moment I started praying from my heart
in agreement with Jesus’ prayer. I encourage you to think about the content of
your prayers and the posture of your heart today. If God gave you everything
you asked him for in prayer, would things on earth be as they are in heaven?

• God, please help me relate to you as the good Father you are today.
• God, please help me to care about the advancement of your name in every
interaction I have today.
• God, please help me to live in such a way that heaven touches earth
through my life.

• God, please help every person and family on my list to know you as their
Father.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH

“LIKE WATER SPILLED ON THE GROUND, WHICH CANNOT BE RECOVERED,
SO WE MUST DIE. BUT THATIS NOT WHAT GOD DESIRES;
RATHER, HE DEVISES WAYS SO THAT A BANISHED PERSON DOES NOT
REMAIN BANISHED FROM HIM.”
-2SAMUEL 14:14

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT
If you’re still breathing, God is not done with you. God never fails to finish that
which he has started. Do you have someone in your life whom you love but
who doesn’t yet love and follow Jesus? If they are still breathing, God is not
finished with them yet.
No matter how hopeless your situation seems or how distant your friend might be
from God, God is devising a way to bring his children home.
Praise God that he longs to draw his children home. Who could use your prayers
today? Whose life has been spilled out like water on the ground? God is not
done with them yet; nothing is too difficult for God. Spend time praying for those
we know and love who currently feel as though their life is beyond the reach of
God’s love.

• God, please help me to persevere in prayer for my friends who don’t yet
know you.
• God, please help me to play a part in bringing your lost children home.
• God, please help me to believe in your ability to change a sinner’s heart.
• God, please use my life to bring many people to Jesus.

• God, please infuse hope into every person and family on my list—especially
those who are at the end of their rope.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26TH

“ASK ME, AND I WILL MAKE THE NATIONS YOUR INHERITANCE
AND THE ENDS OF THE EARTH YOUR POSSESSION...”
-PSALM 2:8

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT
The psalmist reminds us that God wants us to pray for the nations. God is
passionate about all people, everywhere. Before Jesus returned to heaven,
Jesus commanded his followers to make disciples of all the nations.
His final words are to become our first priority.
A heart closely connected to Jesus will always result in a radical
commitment to both “here” (our neighborhoods) and “there” (the nations).
One of the most amazing aspects of living in the city of Evansville is that
God is quite literally bringing the nations to our city. Currently people from
more than one hundred different countries now call Evansville home. Praise
God for this incredible opportunity we have to reach the world in our own
backyard.
Spend time asking God to give you and your church a heart for the nations
both here in Evansville and far beyond. If you would like to discover specific
prayer points for the various nations of the world, visit
www.operationworld.org.

•
•
God, please give me a heart for the unreached nations of the
world.
God, please use our church family to share the gospel with
those who have never heard the name of Jesus.
• God, please strengthen and bless Christians who are facing
persecution throughout the world.

• God, please transform every person and family on my list by the
renewal of their minds through the Word of God and the
friendship of Christian community.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27TH

“HE TOLD THEM, ‘THE HARVEST IS PLENTIFUL, BUT THE WORKERS ARE FEW.
ASK THE LORD OF THE HARVEST, THEREFORE, TO SEND OUT WORKERS
INTO HIS HARVEST FIELD.’”
-LUKE 10:2

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT

A shortage of spiritual opportunity is never the issue in the eyes of
Jesus. No, as Jesus reminds us so clearly in Luke 10, the issue is a lack of
willingness to step into the abundant opportunity. “The harvest is
plentiful, but the workers are few. So ask the Lord of the harvest to
send out workers into his harvest field.”
Can you imagine what would happen if you simply asked Jesus to send
you to any place—near or far—that was ready for spiritual harvest?
Would you be interested in taking on that assignment? Imagine the joy
you would experience as God used your willingness to shape the eternal
destiny of other human beings.
What would happen if we removed the fine print? What would change
if we came to Jesus without conditions? Go to God with open hands and
ask Jesus to increase the number of spiritual workers today by starting
with you and those around you.

•
•
• God, please help me to care enough about the souls of others—
no matter the cost.
• God, please use me to show the world just how wonderful you
are—whether in my own neighborhood or among the nations.
• God, please give me courage to simply say yes as you call me to
“go.”

• God, please help every person and family on my list to find a
meaningful, truth-seeking, and Spirit-filled local church to call
home.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28TH

“I WILL SPRINKLE CLEAN WATER ON YOU, AND YOU WILL BE CLEAN; I WILL CLEANSE
YOU FROM ALL YOUR IMPURITIES AND FROM ALL YOUR IDOLS. I WILL GIVE YOU A
NEW HEART AND PUT A NEW SPIRIT IN YOU; I WILL REMOVE FROM YOU YOUR HEART
OF STONE AND GIVE YOU A HEART OF FLESH. AND I WILL PUT MY SPIRIT IN YOU AND
MOVE YOU TO FOLLOW MY DECREES AND BE CAREFUL TO KEEP MY LAWS.”
-EZEKIEL 36:25–27

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT
The sufficiency of God’s redemptive work for us is astonishing! In
Ezekiel 36, God delivers an incredible promise of redemption—despite
his people’s disobedience.
He declares (to paraphrase), I will remove your unresponsive heart,
I will replace it with my tender heart, and I will redirect all the steps
of your life so you can be more like me. Remove. Replace. Redirect.
As we near the end of this season of prayer and fasting, where have you
seen God fulfill these promises? Where do you long for God to keep
moving in your life beyond this season of prayer and fasting?

•
•
Father God, thank you for loving me enough to give me your
heart.
Father God, please keep my heart open to your will and your
ways.
• Father God, please continue the work of removal, replacement,
and redirection in my life.

• God, please fulfill the words of Ezekiel 36:25-27 in every person
and family on my list.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29TH

“FOR THE SON OF MAN CAME TO SEEK AND SAVE THE LOST.” -LUKE 19:10

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT
Shortly after Jesus finished telling the story about the two lost brothers
in Luke 15, he and his disciples encountered two very real men who had
gone missing from the family of God. Like the brothers in the parable
Jesus had just told, these two men had very different lives. On the
surface, one seemed to have it all together (the rich young man in Luke
18), and one seemed to be spiritually hopeless (Zacchaeus in Luke 19).
But just like the story of the two lost brothers, the outcome for these
two guys took an unexpected U-turn. The rich young man—the one
who seemed to have it all together financially, spiritually, and
otherwise— refused to enter into the wonderful life that Jesus was
inviting him to embrace, even though he appeared to be so close.
While the tax collector Zacchaeus—the one who appeared to be
spiritually bankrupt —not only enters into the spiritual party, but he
actually throws it!
This is life in the kingdom of God. Jesus relentlessly pursues humanity
as he opens wide his arms to welcome God’s missing children home.
But each child must decide to whether or not to enter in.
As we approach the final day of our month-long journey of prayer and
fasting, ask God to move in a powerful way all across our city. Ask God
to give men and women, young and old, the zeal to enter into the
kingdom of God like Zacchaeus did—all the way, holding nothing back
from God.

•
•
• God, please help me to enter all the way into the life you are
inviting me to experience with you.
• God, please help the people of our city to be radically open to
the invitation of Jesus in their lives.
• God, please help me to wholeheartedly embrace the search and
rescue mission of Jesus.

• God, please enter into the homes of each person and family on
my list just like you did with Zacchaeus.

SUNDAY, MARCH 1ST

“SEE, I AM DOING A NEW THING! NOW IT SPRINGS UP; DO YOU NOT PERCEIVE IT?
I AM MAKING A WAY IN THE WILDERNESS AND STREAMS IN THE WASTELAND.”
-ISAIAH 43:19

TODAY’S PRAYER THOUGHT

Although we have come to the end of our month-long journey of prayer
and fasting, this is only the beginning of your future with God.
God is a God of new beginnings. He specializes in making a way where
hope is lost. He delights in bringing water and life to the dry places of
our lives. The question is simple: do you have the eyes to see what God
is doing?
Will you allow the past month to propel you forward as you seek to
dive deeper into life with God this year? Or will this month serve as a
mere spiritual memory when you look back on 2019? The choice is
yours. Let’s ask God to make the end of this journey into the starting
line for the next part of your adventure with Jesus.

• God, thank you for all you have done in my heart over the
last month.
• God, please help me to keep walking with you
intentionally, even as this special season comes to a close.
• God, please give me eyes to see the new things you are
longing to do in my life, our church, city, and world.
•

